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“Spice” 

Recent Incidents in Skid Row 
Impact on Emergency Medical Services 
DPH actions 
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“Spice” Community Outreach and 
Education 
• Health Alert 
• Public 

Communications   
• Outreach to 

residents  and 
service providers on 
Skid Row 

• Town Hall 9/7/16 
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Fentanyl Overdoses 
 

• April 2016, 48 overdoses and 10 deaths 
in Sacramento County  
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• No cases were reported in 
LAC 
 

• Fentanyl is an ongoing 
concern due to increased 
street availability 

 



Opioid Prevention Efforts 
 

• DPH’s Safe Med LA, a 
countywide prescription 
drug abuse coalition, 
addresses Fentanyl abuse 
– Safe prescribing 

guidelines to reduce 
opioid diversion 

– Community education 
about safe opioid use 
and storage  
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Next Steps 
• Update provider network and stakeholders 

on new developments in Spice, fentanyl, 
and other drug use 
 

• Collaborate with first responders, law 
enforcement, and City and District 
Attorneys to minimize future outbreaks of 
Spice, fentanyl, and other drugs 
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